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Want

EVERYDAY EVENT:
The beginning of each new school day brings with it a list of
expectations.  Teachers want their students to be on time,
seated, and ready to work when the school bell rings.  A student
may raise his or her hand when they want a piece of paper from

the teacher.  Teachers and students can express their needs in many different ways
throughout the school day.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPRESSION:
The word want can signify varying degrees of the same concept.  The word want can
mean that somebody has a need that must be fulfilled.  When a student says that they
want to go to the bathroom what they are really saying is that they need to go.  The
second usage of the word want conveys a strong desire or longing for something.  A
student may want to win a prize, however they do not require it.  Finally, the word want
can mean a lack of what is required or essential.  For instance, a teacher may tell his or
her student that their paper has many grammatical errors and is in want of a good
proofreader.

FOLLOW-UPS
• How is wanting a good grade different from needing a good grade?
• What does it mean when you desire to have the latest novel by an author?
• How does mandating a set of school standards different from wanting a set of

school standards?
• What does it mean to yearn for something?

THE SPANISH CONNECTION:
Want is an adaptation of an Old Norse word vanta. The Spanish word for want is not a
cognate. But some of the synonyms for want do have Spanish cognates.  For example,
the cognate of the word need is necesitar.

WORD CHANGES:

1) IDIOMS
• Waste not, want not

2) COMMON PHRASES
• Wanted man
• What more do you want?

• Gotta / Have to have it
• I want in / out
• Just where you want them
• To your heart’s desire
• For want of a better word
• Want for nothing
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Want

Want as in to 
have a longing 

for:  
pine

yearn
long
covet
desire
wish

crave

Want as in to 
need 

something:
demand
 require

need

IDIOMS:  
* Waste not, want 
not

COMMON PHRASES:
* Wanted man
* What more do you 
want?
* Gotta / Have to have it
* I want in/out 
* Just where you want 
them
* To your heart’s desire
* For want of a better 
word
* Want for nothing

Spanish Connection:
* To desire / desear 
* To require / requerir



Copyright © 2009 TextProject. Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events is a trademark of TextProject.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United
States License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/ or
send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

Want

Want

Want as in to 
have a longing 

for:  
pine

yearn
long
covet
desire
wish

crave

Want as in to 
need 

something:
demand
 require

need

IDIOMS:  
* Waste not, want 
not

COMMON PHRASES:
* Wanted man
* What more do you 
want?
* Gotta / Have to have it
* I want in/out 
* Just where you want 
them
* To your heart’s desire
* For want of a better 
word
* Want for nothing

Spanish Connection:
* To desire / desear 
* To require / requerir


