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Think 
 
EVERYDAY EVENT:  
This week’s Exceptional Expression for Everyday Events (E4) 
explores the word think.  In a classroom teachers may ask their 
students to think about the solution to a math problem.  Teachers 
may also use a technique where they verbalize ideas or things 

they are thinking to show students the thinking process.  Many times in a day students 
are encouraged to think when encountered with problems or ideas. 
 
EXCEPTIONAL EXPRESSION: 
The most common usage of the word think is to explore an idea with the mind.  This can 
be as simple as thinking of what to wear for the day.  Or it can also be as complex as 
the meaning of life.  Thinking can also be a short exercise or a long involved process 
that a person revisits over many years. 
 
FOLLOW-UPS 

• When choosing a gift for someone special, do you want to “suppose” you have a 
good gift? 

• When thinking of the solution on test do you want to perseverate on a single 
problem/question? 

• What is the difference between brainstorming and studying a problem? 
 
THE SPANISH CONNECTION: 
Think comes from the Middle English word thenken.  The Spanish word for to think is 
not a cognate. But some of the synonyms for think do have Spanish cognates.  
 
WORD CHANGES: 
 

1) IDIOMS 
• Come to think of it  
• Think aloud/out loud 
• Think big 
• Think little of 
• Think up 
• Think back 
• Think it over 
• Think it through 
• Think tank 
• Think better of 
• Think fit 
• Think nothing of it 
• Think twice 

• Hear myself think 
• Don’t think much of it 
• Put your thinking cap on 
• Wishful thinking 
• Think before you act 
• Weigh up the odds/the pros and 

cons 
 

(2)  COMMON PHRASES 
• Think fast 
• Chew over 
• Brood over  
• Wonder about 
• Mull over 



 

Copyright © 2009 TextProject. Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events is a trademark of 
TextProject.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative 
Works 3.0 United States License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc-nd/3.0/us/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 
94105, USA. 

 

 Think 
 

Think

Think as in to 
think deeply
perseverate
contemplate

analyze
evaluate
ruminate
deliberate

study
reflect

meditate
cogitate 

IDIOMS:  

* Come to think of it 
* Think aloud/out loud
* Think big
* Think little of
* Think up
* Think back
* Think it over
* Think it through
* Think tank
* Think better of
* Think fit
* Think nothing of it
* Think twice
* Hear myself think
* Don't think much of it
* Put your thinking cap on
* Wishful thinking
* Think before you act
* Weigh up the odds/the pros 
and cons

COMMON PHRASES:

* Think fast
* Chew over
* Brood over 
* Wonder about
* Mull over

SPANISH CONNECTIONS

* to imagine / imaginar
* to meditate / meditar
* to consider / considerer
* to con conceive / concebir
* to analyze / analizar
* to evaluate / evaluar
* to deliberate / deliberar
* to meditate / meditar

Think as in to be 
unsure of

believe
guess
think

reckon
suspects

feel
suppose

sense

Think as in to 
develop or 

consider ideas
conceive
consider
ponder
imagine

brainstorm
reason
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